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MENTORNC 

NEW OJJDP FUNDS FOR 2009 

This yearõs solicitation invites eligible applicants to 

propose the enhancement or expansion of initiatives 

that will assist in the developmen t and maturity of 

community programs to provide mentoring services 

to high - risk populations that are underserved due to 

location, shortage of mentors, special physical or 

mental challenges of the targeted population, or 

other analogous situations identifie d by the 

community in need of mentoring services ." 

 

 

Specifically, the bill creates a $40 million competitive 

grant fund for existing state or local Mentoring 

Partnerships. Mentoring Partnerships receiving the 

grant would sub - grant 80% of the funds to loc al 

mentoring programs to support all components of a 

successful mentoring program  (including recruitment, 

training, screening, matching, and ongoing 

monitoring). Partnerships could focus grants to best 

meet the unique needs of their state or locality.   

The remaining $10 million would then be used to 

establish new Mentoring Partnerships and to focus on 

national - level research, evaluation, and training.  

Deadline for applications is February 25, 2009.  
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The COMPASS Project (Community of Mentors 

Producing Academically Successful Students) is 

a federal grant written through Communities In 

Schools of Moore County.  Currently on the 

second year of the grant, 40 sixth graders and 

30 seventh graders are ment ored at Southern 

Middle School in Aberdeen, NC.  

Each COMPASS student and mentor has been 

trained in the 7 Habits of Highly Successful 

People/Teens  which  serves as a guide and a 

useful tool in engaging productive, meaningful 

conversation during mentoring s essions.  In this 

experience, students recognized that many 

things we think are impossible can be achieved 

through hard work, knowledge, skill, assistance, 

and a willingness to break barriers that limit our 

dreams.  COMPASS Project mentees  realized 

that  if  they can fly, then anything is possible.  

 

 

I Believe I Can Fly!  

What is possible for mentees?  

The I Believe I Can Fly Experience challenge s 

negative thinking by providing students an 

opportunity to achieve something they thought 

impossible, to fly.   In cooperation with Paraclete 

Sky Venture, Moore Cou nty CIS students 

experienced flight via a vertical wind tunnel.  

 

 

 

Mentoring in Brunswick County 
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"Thank Your Mentor DayÊ" 

 

January 22, 2009 marked the fifth annual 

"Thank Your Mentor DayÊ," which many 

mentoring programs selected as a day of 

volunteer recognition. An outreach of the 

Harvard Mentoring Project, the messages of this 

special day were:  

 Too many young people do not have a 

caring adult mentor to provide 

encouragement and support;  

 Mentoring programs can provide the link 

to this support; but  

 Programs need volunteers to close the 

gap.  

 

 

  

 

òI've learned that people will forget what you 

said, people will forget what you did, but 

people will never forget how you made them  

feel. ò    Maya Angelou  
 

Promising Strategies to Sustain MPs 

in a Difficult Economic Climate 

from MENTOR  

Establish relationships with your stateõs 
department of education as they will help to 

inform the Governor about cuts that will ne ed to 

be made.  

Engage funders before building your budget to 

assess what opportunities might be available and 

be prepared to demonstrate to funders how funds 

are being used.  

Be prepared ð funders will more now than ever 

require solid data and those grante es that can 

show outcomes for youth will be considered first.  

Be frugal, it is important at this time to show 

funders you will be good stewards and are willing 

to make sacrifices where possible.  

Do not be discouraged ð keep asking in fact 

asking for multi - year commitments is actually 

working for several MPs in the network.   

Look to county child protection entities to 

subsidize some or all of your costs.  

Build administrative costs into your project 

funding.  

Use Facebook and other sites to get the word out 

about your work and to garner support.  And 

consider using your site to fund raise .  

Greater use of technology will be key as staff 

sizes decrease.  Use your website more efficiently.  

One MP is adapted its site to include more 

information that will allow v isitors to self - refer, 

i.e. more detailed program descriptions and 

contact information.  

Donõt forget about your listservs, there are many 
non - mentor volunteers who may be willing to 

assist administratively to make up for staff 

shortages.  Also, look to yo ur partners, they may 

be willing to share the costs for certain projects 

and initiatives.   

 

 

Joe & his lunch buddy in Wilkes County  

Mentoring in Randolph County  
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MENTORING AS PART OF THE JOB 

 

Dennis Dixon, CIS coordinator at John Taylor 

Williams Middle School in Charlotte, is part 

mentor, part counselor and part parent. He l istens 

and encourages, and can scrounge up an extra 

school uniform or a month's worth of free school 

supplies on short notice. Kenya McCormick is a 

student contending with homelessness and all 

that come with it ð including hunger, 

embarrassment and day - to - day fear of what's 

next.  òMy mother has diabetes and she's not 

well,ó said Kenya. òMy father is deadéand I worry 

that she'll die and I will get sent to foster care. I 

want her to live forever.ó   

Dixon has worked with Kenya McCormick for 

three years, and the teen considers him a father 

figure. òMr. Dixon is somebody I can count on, 

somebody I can trust, and people like that are 

hard to find,ó said Kenya. òHe has taught me to 

believe in myself.ó   Kenya said his dream includes 

òlots of money to buy foodó and two houses: one 

for himself and one next door for his mother.  

Until then, he'll be happy just to prove wrong all 

the people who have treated him like a lost cause.  

òWhat I want people to know,ó he said, òis that I'm 

not worthless.ó 

Adapted from  

ò8th - grader has no home, but he has help é for nowó 

by Mark Price in the Charlotte Observer, January 27, 

2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
One of things I  keep learning is that the 

secret of being happy is doing things for 
other people.  

Dick Gregory  

 

 

Mentoring is a brain to pick, an ear to listen, 

and a push in the right direction.  

 John Crosby  

 

Mentoring in Wilkes County  

Celebrate National Mentoring Month 

every January!  

 

The following counties with CIS affiliates 

received funding from Progress Energy to 

appreciate and celebrate their mentors.  Stay 

tuned for celebration details!  

1. Brunswick   7.    Moore  

2.   Cape Fear  8.   Randolph  

3.   Carteret   9.    Robeson  

4.   Cumberland   10.   Rowan 

5.    Mitchell   11. Wake  

6.    Montgomery   12.   Wayne 

 

 

Mentoring in Thom asville  

Mentoring in Gaston 
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Mentoring in Randolph County  

Mentoring in northeast North Carolina  

Mentor Releases Research in Action  

Series Translating Research In to 

Practice  

Research in Action  translates the latest 

scholarly research on mentoring into tangible 

strategies for mentoring practitioners. This 

groundbreaking series, made possible by the 

generous support of the MetLife Foundation, 

makes the best available  research accessible 

and relevant to practitioners, policymakers, and 

funders alike.   

With solid research as the foundation, the 

mentoring field will make significant progress 

in closing the mentoring gap. Using the 

Research in Action  series, programs can ensure 

their practices are based on current research, 

resulting in improved services and better 

impacts for young people.   

"When MENTOR convened the first meeting  

 

of our Research and Policy Council, our aim 

was to close the gap between what we know 

and what we do by bringing together the 

fie ld's leading practitioners, researchers and 

policy makers," states Gail Manza, executive 

director. " Research in Action , the first product 

of the Council, does just that; it puts the best 

available evidence in the service of quality 

mentoring. Congratulatio ns to Dr. Jean 

Rhodes and David Van Patten, along with the 

entire Council for this important 

contribution."  

 Research -  a peer - reviewed article, 

written by a leading scholar, 

summarizing the latest research 

available on the topic and its 

implications for th e field;  

 Action  -  tools, activities, templates, or 

resources, created by MENTOR, with 

concrete suggestions on putting 

theory into practice;  

 Resources  -  a list of additional 

resources for further research.  

 

The Research in Action  series is available for 

download at www.mentoring.org/research . 

 

http://www.mentoring.org/research
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Weõre on the Web! 

Visit us at:  

www. ncmentoring.net   

Please see Award s on page 6  

 

 

Mentee  Spotlight  
 

Communities In Schools  

of Montgomery County  

Mentee of the Month  

 

Sara Garner was selected as the Communities In 

Schools Mentee of the Month for December.  Sara is a 

7 th  Grader at West Middle School who has a bright 

outlook on the future.  Hard work and dedication to 

her academics led to Sara being inducted into the 

Beta Club.  Sara has expressed an interest in 

becoming a lawyer when she completes school.  With 

the help of her Mentor; Dr. Mary Kirk, and her 

parents, Saraõs attitude and outlook on her 

academics and life continue to improve, insuring a 

successful future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

òThe unselfish effort to bring cheer to others will be 

the beginning of a happier life for ourselves .ó  

Helen Keller  

 

Mentoring in the Rocky Mount Region  

Celebrate National Mentoring Month every 
January.  Thank your mentor today!  
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